Are You a Beggar? 


“He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill...” 
(1 Samuel 2:8) 


EGGING is something that is repulsive to the proud nature of 

man. When a person is reduced to begging physically, we don’t 
even like to look at them. There is a shamefulness associated with it 
that we dread and avoid. My flesh fears this condition even worse 
than death. Being unable to work, having nothing and being 
dependent upon the mercy of others is unthinkable. 
Spiritual begging is something to which sinful man is even more 
opposed. Inability, bankruptcy and utter dependence upon another, 
spiritually speaking is absolutely unthinkable, especially to religious 
people. When our father Adam rebelled against God, he gained an 
insidiously evil attribute that we are all born with: PRIDE! In this 
spiritual pride, we fear and despise worse than anything, the idea of 
being unable to please God and utterly dependent upon His mercy. 
Pride deludes us and tells us that we are quite capable of taking care 
of ourselves, thank you very much! Me and "the man upstairs" have 
an understanding. Sure, I’ve sinned like everybody else, but I’m 
doing the best I can. I’m not a religious fanatic or anything you know, 
but I blah, blah, blah, .. . 
However much we deny and avoid the fact, our true position before 
God is that we are dirty, shameful, worthless, miserable BEGGARS! 
Like the bum on the street, we are unable to work. Whatever we do 
to earn favor with God only puts us deeper in debt. We also have 
nothing to our account. Some who are unable to work physically, 
yet have personal worth due to an inheritance or previous labors, but 
not us! We inherited nothing but debt and have never been able to 
do anything of any merit. We are utterly dependent upon MERCY! 
I have heard this objection to this truth: You don’t have to beg God 
to save you, He is ready to pardon. I agree that God is willing, ready 
and delights to show mercy, but He has never done so to anyone but 
a beggar. God is not so anxious to clothe sinners that He will not 
first strip them of their self-righteous rags. He is not so ready to lift 
up that He will not first bring low. No sinner has ever been shown 
his condition that has not flown to the Mercy Seat, the Lord Jesus 
Christ and pleaded for forgiveness and favor. No true beggar has 
ever come to Christ in vain. There’s mercy for beggars. [Reader] 
Are You a beggar? — Chris Cunningham 
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“...God forbid that I should glory, save in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world 
is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” 


(Galatians 6:14) 
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THE best of the things that are of this world are some way hurtful. 
Honey is hurtful, wine is hurtful, silver and gold are hurtful; but grace 
is not hurtful, Proverbs 25:16,17—20:1; 1 Timothy 6:10. Never did a 
man yet catch harm by the enjoyment and fulness of the grace of God. 
There is no fear of excess, or of [over abundance] here. Grace makes no 
man proud, no man wanton, no man haughty, no man careless or 
negligent as to his duty that is incumbent upon him, either from God or 
man: No, grace keeps a man low in his own eyes, humble, self-denying, 
penitent, watchful, savory in good things, charitable; and makes him 
kindly affectionate to the brethren, pitiful and courteous to all men. 
True, there are men in the world that abuse the grace of God, as some 
are said “to turn it into wantonness, and into lasciviousness,” Jude 1:4. 
But this is, not because grace has any tendency, or for that it worketh 
any such effect; but because such men are themselves empty of grace, 
and have only done, as death and hell hath done with wisdom “heard 
fame thereof with their ears,” Job 28:22. — John Bunyan 


WELCOME 


SINNERS are welcome at Sovereign Grace Church. We are a local body of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. As you spend time with us, you’ll soon discover 
we’re an imperfect assembly, with an imperfect pastor, yet by God’s 
underserved grace, we preach, believe, and know the perfect gospel of our 
never failing Lord Jesus Christ. Reader, we call His name Jesus for He 
shall (not might, not maybe) rather He shall save His people from their 
sins. And beloved believing sinner you already know it you are complete in 
Him, saved to the uttermost [Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 7:25]. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Happy Birthday! 
Marcela Borders, June 5th 
Levi Courtney, June 8th 
James Hicks, June 11th 


RESOURCES 


BE sure to visit our websites for gospel articles, live messages, and resources. 


The Day the Son Stood Still 


“And Jesus stood still, and called them, and said, What will ye that I 
shall do unto you?” (Matthew 20:32) 


W HAT a wonderful, amazing picture is here drawn by the pen of 
inspiration! Here is the omnipotent God stopped in His tracks, 
held fast by the cry of two needy souls seeking His mercy. He was on 
His way to Jerusalem to accomplish the redemption of His people, to 
fulfill the will of God, to finish the work set before Him for the glory of 
God. Nothing had been able to stop Him, deter Him from His work, or 
even cause Him to pause. But two blind beggars crying for mercy, two 
helpless souls looking to Him for grace and help, believing Him, crying 
out to Him, stopped the Son of God in His tracks. Jesus stood still! There 
are lessons to be learned here that are of more value than gold. 


Faith is frequently found where it is least expected. Multitudes 
followed the Lord Jesus as He walked along and taught the people— 
Some for loaves and some for love—Some for greed and some for grace 
—Some out of curiosity and some out of conviction. But there were very 
few in the crowd who believed on Christ. Many who saw His mighty 
miracles did not believe on Him. But these two blind men never saw any 
of the Lords miracles. They knew of Him only by the hearsay testimony 
of others. Yet, when they heard they believed [on Him]. 

If we hope for mercy, we must avail ourselves of every means of 
good to our souls. When they heard that Jesus passed by, these two men 
were found sitting in the way. They said to themselves, He who healed 
the blind man on the other side of town is going to be passing by here. 
He may never pass this way again. If we are to be healed, it must be 
now. Let’s sit down in the way. Perhaps He will heal us too! If you care 
for your soul, do not despise Gods appointed means of grace (Romans 
10:17; 2 Timothy 3:15). Put yourself in the way of blessing, in the place 
where mercy is most likely to be found (Matthew 18:20; Hebrews 
10:25). And seek the Lord in earnest prayer (Jeremiah 29:12-13). 

How compassionate the Son of God is to needy sinners! Jesus passed 
by. He visited these men in prevenient grace, giving them blindness, so 
that in the time of love they would be found in the way as He passed by 
in saving mercy. Blessed blindness! When He heard their prayer, Jesus 
stood still! He called them to Himself. And He touched them! What 
condescending grace. Immediately their eyes received sight and they 
followed Him. Faith always obtains mercy. It never goes away from 
Jesus Christ empty-handed! [AMEN!] — Don Fortner 


